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Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition Commemorates 20 Years 
Stopping Breast Cancer BEFORE it Starts is Organization’s Mission
QUINCY, MASSACHUSETTS – This year the Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition (MBCC) will mark twenty years as a leading voice in the state of Massachusetts in demanding breast cancer PREVENTION.  Concurrent with this important milestone, MBCC is also launching a revamped, user-friendly website that puts at the public’s fingertips information for reducing exposure to potentially cancer-causing chemicals, latest research and news, as well as ways to take action towards ending this epidemic.  The new website will also feature Face to Face: A Mother’s Day Tribute.  MBCC will be hosting educational events throughout the year with the goal of bringing prevention information to women and men across the state to commemorate the organization’s significant achievements and call for an end to breast cancer.  We are dedicated to ENDING THIS EPIDEMIC.

Started in 1991 by a group of concerned women from across the state who noted a disturbing trend – so many women they knew, including themselves, were diagnosed with breast cancer – and it seemed to be becoming more common than before.  Rates in Massachusetts are high, nearly 10% higher than the national average, with rates in Newton and on Cape Cod even higher.   Soon these women were demanding answers to the question, “What is CAUSING this elevated rate of breast cancer?” It was from this active, concerned query that the idea of MBCC was launched.

Since that fateful year of 1991 MBCC has actively grown to more than 12,000 followers, indicating the high level of concern that this issue has incited in our state.  MBCC has launched other important initiatives in the state, demonstrating a consistent focus on preventing breast cancer BEFORE it starts.  For instance, in 1994 MBCC lobbied the state legislature for research funding to investigate the high rates of breast cancer on Cape Cod, leading to the establishment of Silent Spring Institute, a research institute with a mission to investigate environmental causes of disease affecting women, breast cancer in particular.  The name Silent Spring Institute was in tribute to Rachel Carson, whose landmark book, Silent Spring, launched the modern environmental movement. 
“MBCC began with the visionary mission of discovering the CAUSES of breast cancer,” says Erin Boles, Interim Executive Director of the Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition.  “Twenty years later, we better understand how chemicals in our homes, consumer products, and communities may be connected with the disease, but we’re still advocating for greater resources to be devoted to research and action to stop breast cancer before it starts.”

Currently, less than 1% of all breast cancer funding is directed towards activities to establish and remove environmental contributors to the disease.
In contrast to other well-known breast cancer advocacy groups, such as Susan G. Komen for the Cure or Avon, who focus their efforts on treatment, mammography and screening, MBCC has loudly advocated for endorsing the act of prevention in the fight against breast cancer.  Noting that the rise in breast cancer rates over the past several decades have coincided with increased chemical manufacturing activities – outpacing other explanations, such as increased screening and life expectancy, as well as lifestyle factors (ex: diet), exercise, delayed child-bearing, etc. - MBCC is unique in championing the necessity of protecting women’s health through stopping breast cancer before it starts.  
“It is our desire to bring other breast cancer awareness activities towards the recognition of true prevention so that in another twenty years we can say that we have prevented needless diagnoses of breast cancer,” states Erin Boles.
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