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MBCC Mission
Defining breast cancer as a political issue, 
the Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition 

challenges all obstacles to the 
eradication of this disease.

MASSACHUSETTS 
BREAST CANCER

COALITION

In 1940, approximately 1 in 20 women were

diagnosed with breast cancer.

Today, rates are between 1 in 7 and 

1 in 8 women diagnosed with the disease.

Women born before 1940 carrying the BRCA1 and
BRCA2 genes have a 24% chance of developing breast

cancer, however, among those born after 1940, risk increases
to 67%.

Since World War II, over 85,000 synthetic
chemicals have been manufactured and released

onto the market, of those less than 10%
have ever been tested for
impact on health.

Massachusetts has the 4th highest breast 

cancer rate in the country; this rate is almost 10% 
higher than the national
average.

History and Notable
Accomplishments…
MBCC was founded in 1991 by women concerned with the lack
of attention to breast cancer. Thanks to the overwhelming
response to our call to action, Massachusetts became the first
state to declare breast cancer an epidemic.

In 1994, MBCC established the Silent Spring Institute, a
research institute dedicated to examining the links between the
environment and women’s health.  MBCC successfully advo-
cated for state funding for an innovative environmental study of
elevated breast cancer rates on Cape Cod.

MBCC challenges the exploitation of breast cancer by 
corporations who reap enormous profits from the disease and/or
whose products have carcinogens linked to breast cancer.

We have won significant victories, including: passage of the
genetic privacy law, funding for Silent Spring’s environmental
health studies, funding for access to screening and treatment
for low income and uninsured women and passage of the mer-
cury products phase-out bill.
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Seven
Education and
Advocacy
Outreach and Education
The MBCC offers conferences and workshops on
issues relating to the politics and economics of
breast cancer, as well as informal community events
to bring our message to residents across the state.
If you are interested in hosting a healthy homes or
healthy spa party or general educational session,
please call us or visit our website for events 
information.
Legislative and Public
Policy Advocacy
MBCC has a long history of advocating for 
legislation aimed at preventing breast cancer as 
well as improving the lives of women with the 
disease. Our efforts include advocating to remove
carcinogens from the environment, our homes and
our personal care products; protecting women’s
medical privacy rights; ensuring access to quality
care and demanding environmental justice in 
communities of color.
Our members make our advocacy efforts a success.
Please consider becoming an active advocate by
contacting us for more information on how you can
help with as little as an hour a year!

In Coalition With…
Alliance for a Healthy
Tomorrow
A broad based citizen initiative in Massachusetts to establish
new government policies to prevent harm to our health from
toxic hazards.
www.healthytomorrow.org

Think Before You Pink
This campaign challenges companies who use the pink ribbon
to sell their products, while giving little of their profits to prevent
breast cancer and whose products may have carcinogens that
contribute to the epidemic.
www.thinkbeforeyoupink.org

Campaign for Safe Cosmetics
A national project aimed at protecting the health of consumers
and workers by requiring the health and beauty industry to
phase out the use of chemicals that are known or suspected
carcinogens, mutagens and reproductive toxins.
www.safecosmetics.org

www.m bcc.org

Our Goals
• Create the public and political will to 
eradicate breast cancer

• Focus on environmental links to breast 
cancer that will lead to primary prevention 
of breast cancer

• Reject the concept of breast cancer as a 
chronic disease

• Dispel myths and misconceptions about
the realities of the breast cancer epidemic

• Challenge the commercialization of 
breast cancer

Envisioning the
Future
At the MBCC, we believe that PREVENTION
IS THE CURE and we aim to create change so

that not one more woman, or

her loved ones, must endure the challenges that come 

with breast cancer.  

The MBCC advocates for increased resources to 
investigate environmental links to breast cancer that 
are present as a result of  mammary carcinogens found 
in our air, water, soil, food, homes, cleaning supplies, 
personal care products and other consumer products 
that we use every day.  

Only 20-30% of breast
cancer diagnosis 
can be linked to 
genetics or lifestyle, 
leaving over 70% linked
to environmental 
exposures. 
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I want to join the fight
against breast cancer.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Telephone ( )

Email Address

For a minimum membership donation of $25 you will recieve our
quarterly newletter, notices of events and action alerts.

I wish to make a donation of:
q $250   q $100   q $50   q $25   q Other $
Please be as generous as you are able.

Please charge my:  q Visa   q Mastercard

Account No.:

Exp. Date:

Signature:
Please make your check payable to the Massachusetts Breast
Cancer Coalition.

The Coalition encourages you to participate in our work. 
If interested, please check below:
q Education and Outreach   q Fundraising   
q Advocacy   q Newsletter/Writing   q Special Events
Other interests or expertise:
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